
Since the beginning, CEMS has been com-
mitted to bringing together academic and 
corporate institutions dedicated to educa-
ting and preparing future generations of 
international business leaders. The orga-
nisation has grown from a small group 
of European institutions to a truly global 
alliance of Academic Members, Corporate 
Partners, Social Partners and Alumni.  
The CEMS Alumni now represent leaders 
in vast areas of expertise, across the globe 
and are a great source of pride for the or-
ganisation.  

As part of the 25th anniversary celebra-
tions, CEMS is celebrating its alumni 
through the Alumnus/a of the Month 
campaign. The Student Board hand selec-
ted nominees to participate in the cam-
paign.  Those selected were then included 
in an online vote via the CEMS commu-
nity on Facebook: https://www.facebook.
com/CEMSpage.  

Matthieu Liard, a 2006 CEMS alumnus 
(HEC-ESADE), spent 6 years in Shanghai 
as an entrepreneur and in April 2013 he 
started cycling with a friend from Shan-
ghai to London, over 10 000 miles. 
Why? To raise money for Operation Smile, 
a charity that provides free surgery for 
kids born with cleft palates and other 
facial deformities. They will work at two 
mission sites along the way, in Zhengzhou 
(China) and Milan (Italy) and are aiming 
to raise enough money for 100 children to 
have the operation. 

They will be crossing 19 countries during 
their trip: China, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
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The election for Alumni of the Year 
took place in September, with the 
winner due to be announced at 
the CEMS Annual Events hosted by 
ESADE in Barcelona in November.
We would like to congratulate all of 
the nominees and thank them for 
their participation. The voting is our 

July:  Igor Takeshi Nishimura
(CEMS 2006, EAESP-FGV - ESADE - HEC)

June:  Verena Berlisg
(CEMS 2004, WU - HEC - Bocconi)

May:  Ouriel Ohayon
(CEMS 1996, HEC - ESADE)

April:  Dr. Andrea Castronovo
(CEMS 1990, Bocconi - HEC)

Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Iran, Azerbai-
jan, Georgia, Turkey, Greece, Macedonia, 
Albania, Montenegro, Bosnia & Herzego-
vina, Croatia, Italy, Switzerland, France 
and the United Kingdom.

On keeping up his motivation, Matthieu 
had this message to share: “it is physically 
quite challenging to cycle 100km a day 
but…it is an even bigger mental challenge. 
In this respect, it is important that we are 
cycling for a cause. This and the Monty 
Python motto ‘Always look on the bright 
side of life’ that I have always abided by 
definitely helps overcome the mental 
challenge and gives us extra leg strength 

when we are cycling uphill, under the rain 
and against the wind!” 
This is a strong message for anyone in the 
CEMS community confronted by a big 
challenge, whether it is biking across two 
continents or being confronted by a major 
business challenge.  By keeping our eyes 
set on the overriding positive outcome and 
looking on the bright side of life, there’s no 
limit to what we can achieve.

Matthieu and his friend will be passing through 
some CEMS cities, so be sure to follow their progress 

on roadofsmiles.com and cheer them on:

8 October - Istanbul
7 November - Milan
22 November - Paris
3 December - London

way of sharing some of the incredible 
profiles of people within our commu-
nity and creating awareness of the 
individual success stories that make 
CEMS what it is. We are extremely  
proud to consider all nominees part 
of our community and representa-
tives of CEMS.

Celebrating 
our 
Alumni

The winners for Alumni of the Month:

Cycling for 
a Cause
CEMS Magazine looks at the sterling charity work 
of alumnus Matthieu Liard, who is in the midst of a gruelling 
10 000-mile journey in support of “Operation Smile”.
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